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Albanian assemblies in the fourth phase of Albanian Renaissance took massive character and became important
organizations and institutions for certain national issues. In these assemblies were addressed major national problems
starting with the Albanian issue in the framework of the Ottoman Empire, grievances over injustices of xhonturk
regime and generally Ottoman regime, way of realizing autonomous platform of national independence, resolution
enmities, blood feuds and the solemn oath, etc. Among the major assemblies, which were held in this time period
were: Assembly of Ferizaj (July 1908), Assembly of Dibra (July 1909), Luke Assembly of alder (April 1910), Grece
Assembly (June 1911), Assembly of Junik (May 1912), Assembly of VVlora (November 1912) etc. This paper aims out
to disclose more fully these and other assemblies, the causes that led to the organization of their platforms that
emerged from them and the results that brought to the national issue.

Albanian National Renaissance in the fourth stage came more prepared, more strengthened
and unified platform towards its platform realization. Among the most basic forms, which served
as the foundation for the organization of Albanians to decide on the fate of the country, were
undoubtedly assemblies, congresses, gatherings and meetings with political, economic, social and
cultural education.

Albanian assemblies are considered among the basic institutions of self-organization and
faith in the axiology and physiognomy of our national values. Albanian Assemblies of the years
1908-1912 found inspiration in the historical tradition of centuries assemblies as: Albanian
assemblies of the years 1908-1912 found inspiration in the historical tradition of many centuries
assemblies as: Assembly of Lezha (1444),** Assembly of Prizren (1878),"*" Assembly of Peja
(1899)"*? etc. They played a key and unsubstitutional integrative role and had directly and
influence to all popular strata, which, even tough they were presented as fractioned, still they were
necessarily oriented to improving the lives and national status of Albanians within the Ottoman
Empire. Albania’s autonomy as political platform commensurated the controversial positions
within these organizations, synthesised the Albanian national consciousness and obliged them to
find ways of responding to realize this transitional aspiration at a national level. As a point of
reference in the construction of this program also served the national and political project “How
was Albania before, is now, and going to be?”, the architect of which was the visionary
ideologue of the Rennaissance, Sami Frashéri.'*

In this time period, while the constitutional way, through legal and peaceful protests,
memorandum requests did not receive any proper response, then Albanian assemblies became
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more efficient, since they were uniquely manifested in terms of combat operations to achieve their
short-term goals. This national historic era is followed by a range of such organizations which
were initiated and directed by the Renaissance popular representatives or leaders of anti-Ottoman
uprisings in which took part dozens of hundreds of people. Recognition of Albanians as equal
national element within the Ottoman Empire, the union of vilayets of Kosova, Shkodra, Manastir
and Janina in an autonomous Albanian vilayet, opening of schools in the Albanian language and
the learning development of national spirit, opening of schools in Albanian and the development
of learning in the national spirit, replacement of Ottoman administration officials in Albanian
vilayets with Albanian officials, performing military service in Albania etc., are some of the main
issues that have distinguished the Albanian assembly platform of that period.

In the years 1908-1910 were marked similar assemblies and gatherings, which have
addressed political, economic, cultural and educational issues. Assembly of Ferizaj (5 to 23 July
1908),"** First Congress of Monastir (14 to 22 November 1908),** Congress of Dibra (23-29 July
1909),"*® Congress of Elbasan (2-8 September 1909),*” Second Congress of Monastir (2-3 April
1910),"® Luke Assembly of alder near Decani (April 1910),* meetings and other events of local
general interest, etc., are proofs that basically have combined a platform of the emancipated and
free Albania in tuition, language, national alphabet, governed in administration and courts and
developed in the economy and traffic. Furthermore, at the time of the anti-Ottoman uprising of the
year 1910,*° there weren’t missing individual cases to declare a platform aimed at the
independence of Albania.

It should be noted that committed to national rights of Albanians (autonomy) during this
time were also Albanian colonies in Istanbul, Bulgaria, Romania, Egypt, Italy, USA etc., where to
their meetings were treated and drafted requirements with the program for the autonomy of
Albania.'*!
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Since the flame of anti-Ottoman uprising of the year 1910 had passed to the Vilayet of
Shkodra*** and that the dissatisfaction of Albanians against the xhontur regime had gained, in
1911 multiple assemblies reflected in the southwest and northwest of the Albanian territories,
leaving aside here the other areas within and outside the national trunk, but at a slower rate. Thus,
in the actions of Dibra fighting units (January 1911),"* in Cetinje meeting (April 1911),*** at the
meeting of the delegates of “Black Society” in Himara of Vlora (May 1911),**° in the General
Assembly of Podgorica’s village Grecé (23 June 1911),*° in the Assembly of Labéria (July
1911),** at the gathering of leaders in the south of Vlore, Drashovica Bridge (July 31, 1911),'*® at
the gathering of Tepelena (18 August 1911),'*° at the gathering of Shkupi (2 October 1911)**° etc.,
after the discussions held, it was reached the programmatic drafting content for political,
economic, social and cultural education in Albanian areas, that meant the realization of autonomy
of Albania under the sovereignty of the Sultan, as a transitional stage towards full independence.

The year 1912 increased the Albanian revolt against the Ottoman government, so the idea
that only through a widespread anti-Ottoman uprising, could be realized national rights, had begun
to find widespread support among Albanians. To demonstrate in practice this purpose, from
January to August 1912 were organized dozens of assemblies, rallies and meetings in Albanian
areas and outside, such as: Meeting of Taksim (January 1912),>! Assembly of Krasnige (April
1912),"% Assembly of Kruma (21 April 1912) also known as Assembly of Four Flags,'*® Gijilan
secret meetings (April 1912)"* Meeting of Shala of Bajgora (6 May 1912),"*> Assembly of
Gjurgjevik (17-18 May 1912),**® Assembly of Junik (21-25 May 1912),*>" Meetings of Pozheran
(July 1912),"® Meetings of Prishtina (July 1912),"*° in the gathering of Sinja’s neck in Berat (July
1911),"° Meeting of 12 leaders of the Revolutionary Committee of the Kaza of Vlora (4 August
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1912),"* Assembly of Ferizaj (6 August 1912),'%? Meeting of Fieri (August 1912)'® etc., reflected
programs of local and nationwide character. Since the platforms that were drawn from these
assemblies and meetings were not unique, then weren’t missing calls to the Albanian patriots to
organize an inclusive parliament in Shkup to define a common national platform, but such an
assembly failed to be held.

It should be noted that the demagogic, obscurantist and reactionary politics of
xhonturks,*®* in the causality of the situation and circumstances in which Albanians were passing,
essentially dictated the need for administrative-territorial autonomy of Albania, not a single
doctrine of the Renaissance platform, but as temporary designed component in conformation with
the whole Albanian actuality, the Balkans and beyond.'® This program of self-governance of
Albanians under the Ottoman Empire has consistently and lineary followed the fourth phase of
Albanian Renaissance until November 1912.

Seeing that the fragile political situation within the Ottoman Empire had created the
preconditions of actions of the Balkan Alliance at the expense of Albanian ethnic lands, then the
National Movement acted in accordance with its platform to finally decide on the future of
Albania, for an autonomous or independent Albanian state, which was underlined in the
extraordinary meeting of the Committee "Péshtimi” (Salvation) and of the “Black Society” in
Shkup (14 October 1912).1%® Meanwhile in Bucharest meeting (November 5, 1912) directed by
Ismail Qemajli, who organized it together with Luigj Gurakugi, it was decided to establish a
Steering Committee to take over the government of Albania.’®’ In order to be crowned with
success all these events, albait in tight circumstances as a result of the Balkan War, but to a natural
process dating back through centuries, on November 28, 1912, in the nationwide Assembly of
Vlora, unanimously and in a sublime way was approved the platform so“Albania... gets separated,
free and independent”.!®®

Conclusion

As noted above, we can conclude that the Albanian Assamblies of the years 1908-1912 and
their platforms, contributed to raising the awareness and adopting the national progressive ideas,
to the unification of Albanians and their organization for the combat activities. They were
characterized by autonomy program of Albania, weakened the foundations of the rule of the
Ottoman Empire in Albanian areas and after the great historical assemblies in Prizren and Peja,
articulated and prepared the appropriate scene to declare the independence of Albania in Vlora in
1912,
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